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Anyone who has ever lived in a small town knows there are “trade-offs.” 

 

You might not have a lot of shopping or dining opportunities, but you trade that for peace and quiet and 

beautiful mountain views, for example. 

 

Andy and Michelle Coppock decided that even though Coulterville is a small town, there’s no reason it 

shouldn’t have a restaurant that could compete with any found in a big city. 

 

The couple opened Gold Country Bistro on June 10. It is located at 5010 Main Street, Ste. B. 

 

“This building has been so many different things,” Michelle said. 

 

Most recently, it was known to locals as Mary Lou’s Cup of Brew. 

 

When that coffee shop closed in February, it left a void in the community. 

 

“All the locals lost their hangout,” Andy said. 

 

The couple decided to “fill a need that is desperate here” by turning the building into a restaurant — and 

perhaps more importantly — a social hub of the town. 

 

The Coppock's moved to the Coulterville area two years ago from Los Angeles. Michelle baked donuts, pies 

and slow-rise sourdough bread and sold it to locals. 

 

“This was supposed to be a place for me to have a storefront for breads and pies,” Michelle said. “The 

question was over and over again, ‘You’re going to feed us, right?’ Because they are so used to having food 

here.” 



 

When Michelle first started baking her donuts, pies and bread, with a license to do so out of her house, the 

demand got so big that she couldn’t keep up. 

 

“I underestimated how desperately people needed things they couldn’t get here,” Michelle said. “Sometimes 

you want something right now and don’t want to be on the road for two or three hours.” 

 

She realized she couldn’t continue to operate out of her house. When Mary Lou’s Cup of Brew closed, it 

presented an opportunity for the Coppock's to open up their restaurant in the vacant site, and to appease 

the requests of their friends and neighbors in town. 

 

“The people in town define what we do,” Andy added. “We didn’t come in with a mission and say, ‘This is 

what we’re going to do.’ We started doing stuff and seeing what everybody wanted, liked and missed. It went 

hand in hand with the things we missed, also. It’s difficult living here without food and fun stuff, without 

some place to go and hang out.” 

 

The excitement about the restaurant has been palpable. 

 

“We get a steady stream of people every day, all day,” Michelle said. 

 

On a given afternoon, children who just finished playing might stop in for ice cream, or adults who got off of 

work might stop in for a hot dog. 

 

And for a small town diner, the menu is extensive. 

 

Items vary on a daily basis, but guests can satisfy their hunger with tri-tip sandwiches, hamburgers, hot dogs, 

salads and pastas, pizza and hot wings, steaks, chowder and seafood. Sweet treats include root beer floats, 

ice cream, donuts, pies and more. 

 

“It changes all the time depending on what we find that’s good,” Andy said. “We’re defining what seems to 

work and what everybody likes the most. It’ll evolve.” 

 

Even though the restaurant is only in its infancy, it’s already looking like a “golden” option for the people of 

Coulterville. 

 

Gold Country Bistro is open Tuesday through Thursday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and opens on Friday, Saturday 

and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

 


